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Reading and Quality Texts at Newbald Primary School
• At Newbald Primary School, we have selected texts for our children 

to enjoy and be read to by their class teachers. These texts have 
been carefully selected. In some instances, a link has been made 
with a topic, but a focus on ‘quality first’ has been considered 
ensuring children have access to classic and quality texts which 
increase in complexity as the pupils move through school. 

• Non-fiction books have been highlighted in green and books that 
have been selected to ensure pupils have a diverse range of 
storylines and authors are highlighted in yellow. It should be noted 
that fiction has been prioritised as pupils will also have opportunity 
to read and comprehend further poetry, non-fiction and fiction 
texts through their VIPERS reading sessions and by looking at ‘what 
a good one looks like’ when studding genres of texts in English and 
writing sessions. 

• Reading and developing a love for reading is of paramount 
importance and in carefully selecting quality texts and teachers 
passionately reading regularly to their pupils this is one way in which 
we promote reading at Newbald Primary School. Where a series of 
books are available the first book in the series has been selected, so 
that some pupils will be inspired to go on to read the next books 
independently. A range of inspiring authors have been chosen so 
that pupils may choose to read other books written by the author 
too. 

• Expectations are that all the identified books will be read to the 
pupils. Teachers can read more to their pupils once the identified 
books have bean read being mindful not to duplicate books that will 
be read in future year groups. 



Below is a list of high-quality books which are available to our children in Hedgehogs Class and are used to support our nursery 
RWI phonics sessions throughout the nursery year.

Nursery Booklist

Not Now, 
Bernard
By David McKee

Stickman
By Julia
Donaldson 

Dear Zoo
By Rod
Campbell

Where’s 
my Teddy?
By 
Jez Alborough

Hairy Maclary
By Lynley
Dodd

Room on the
Broom
By Julia
Donaldson

You Choose
By Nick 
Sharratt

Once there were
giants
By Martin 
Wardell

Duck in the 
Truck
By Jez
Alborough

Peace at 
Last
By Jill 
Murphy

Handa’s
Surprise
By Eileen
Browne

We’re 
going on a 
Bear Hunt
By Michael
Rosen

The Very Lazy
Ladybird
By Isobel Finn

Each Peach
Pear Plum
By Janet &
Alan Ahlberg

The Gruffalo
By Julia
Donaldson

Oi Frog
By Kes Gray

The Very 
Hungry 
Caterpillar
By Eric Carle

The Shopping
Basket
By John
Burningham

Owl Babies
By Martin
Wardell

The Wind 
Blew
By Pat 
Hutchins

Goldilocks &
The Three
Bears

Guess how 
much I love you 
By Sam 
McBratney

Farmer Duck
By Martin
Wardell

Elmer
By David 
McKee

Five Minutes
Peace
By Jill 
Murphy

What the
Ladybird Heard
By Julia
Donaldson

Dirty Bertie
By David
Roberts

The Three
Little Pigs

The Tiger who
came to Tea
By Judith Kerr

Brown bear,
Brown bear,
What do you see?
By Bill Martin Jnr.

Little Rabbit
Foo Foo
By Michael
Rosen

Rainbow Fish
By Marcus
Pfister

Aliens Love
Underpants
By Claire
Freedman

Tiger
By Nick
Butterworth

The
Gingerbread
Man



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1
Topic: People Who Help Us Topic: The World Topic: Dinosaurs

EYFS Text Map – Cycle A

My Mum Is Fantastic 
/ My Dad is Brilliant 
by Nick Butterworth

Emergency 
by 
Margaret 
Mayo

Flashing Fire Engines by 
Tony Mitton & Ant Parker

Firefighters / 
Ambulance & Air 
Ambulance Crew by 
Nancy Dickmann

The Little Red Hen by 
Jonathan Allen

Officer George by 
Adam Smart

Police Officer 
/ Doctor by 
Lucy M 
George & 
Ando Twin 

All Around the World 
by Keyaira Horne

Moon by 
Britta 
Teckentrup

Mama Panya’s 
Pancakes by 
Mary and Rich 
Chamberlin

The Great Paper 
Caper by Oliver 
Jeffers

Jesus’ Christmas 
Party by Nicholas 
Allan

Happy Hatchday by 
Rob Biddulph

Dinosaur 
Bones by 
Bob Barner

The Dinosaur who Lost 
Her Voice by Julie 
Ballard & Francesca 
Gambatesa

Mad About 
Dinosaurs! By 
Giles Andreae 
& David 
Wojtowycz

There’s a T-Rex In 
Town by Aleksei 
Bitskoff & Ruth
Symons

First 
Fabulous 
Facts,
Dinosaurs 
by Jaclyn 
Crupi

First Facts - Dinosaurs by
Charlie Gardner



Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Topic: Traditional Tales Topic: Growing (Eric Carle & Life Cycles) Topic: Houses & Homes

EYFS Text Map – Cycle A

Traditional Tales: 
The Gingerbread Man
Little Red Riding Hood
The Three Billy Goats
Gruff
Jack & The Beanstalk
Goldilocks & The Three 
Bears

The Tiny Seed by Eric 
Carle

The Very 
Hungry 
Caterpillar by 
Eric Carle

Brown Bear, Brown 
Bear, What do you 
see? By Bill Martin & 
Eric Carle

Panda Bear, Panda Bear,
What do you see? By Bill 
Martin & Eric Carle

Tadpole to frog 
by Camilla de
la Bedoyere

The three little 
pigs – Traditional 
Tale

A place called home by 
Kate Baker

Homes around the world by
Clare Lewis

Home by Kate Petty

Where our story begins,
Home by Britta Teckentrup

Mouse 
House by 
John 
Burningham

If I built a house by Chris
Van Dusen



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1
Topic: All About Me Topic: Space Topic: Julia Donaldson

EYFS Text Map – Cycle B

Starting school 
by Janet & Alan 
Ahlberg

My Mum & Dad make me 
laugh by Nick Sharratt

Once there were Giants by 
Martin Wardell

Ten Little Fingers 
and Ten Little 
Toes by Mem Fox

Super Duper You by Sophie 
Henn

Perfectly 
Norman 
by Tom 
Percival

The Last 
Noo-Noo by 
Jill Murphy

Field trip 
to the 
Moon by
Jeanne 
Willis & 
John Hare

8 Little Planets 
by Chris FerrieA Place 

for Pluto 
by Stef
Wade

Little Kids First 
Big Book of 
Space by 
Catherine 
Hughes

Solar 
System 
by Jill
McDonald

The Way Back Home 
by Oliver Jeffers

Q Pootle 5 by Nick 
Butterworth

The Gruffalo
The Gruffalo’s 
Child
Tiddler
A Squash & a 
Squeeze
Room on the 
Broom
What the 
Ladybird Heard
The Highway 
Rat
Monkey Puzzle
Zog all by Julia 
Donaldson



Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Topic: Newbald Topic: Minibeasts Topic: Beside the Seaside

EYFS Text Map – Cycle B

Picture this, 
Seasons by
Rebecca Rissman

Spot’s first walk by Eric Hill

Where I live 
by Liz Lennon

Town Mouse & Country
Mouse by Susanna 
Davidson

Farms & Villages by 
Joanna Brundle

On the Farm by Axel
Scheffler

Flip Flap 
Minibeast
s by Axel 
Scheffler

Snail Trail by Ruth Brown

Are you a 
snail? by 
Judy 
Allen

Twist & 
Hop 
Minibeast 
Bop by 
Tony 
Mitton

Yucky Worms by 
Vivian French

Wiggling worms at work by 
Wendy Pfeffer

Norman the 
Slug With the
Silly Shell by 
Sue Hendra

Caterpillar Butterfly 
by Vivian French

Oliver’s Fruit Salad by Vivian 
French

Lucy & Tom 
at the 
Seaside by 
Shirley 
Hughes

Seaside Holidays Then &
Now by Claire Hibbert

Seaside 
plants and 
animals
by Claire 
Hibbert

Gracie the Lighthouse Cat 
by Ruth Brown

Lifeboat crew member by
Rebecca Hunter

What the ladybird heard
at the seaside by Julia
Donaldson



Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1
Topic: Florence Nightingale & Mary Seacole Topic: Weather & Climate Topic: Our Local Area: Yorkshire

Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2
Topic: Australia and Oceania Topic: Explorers Topic: Inventions and Inventors

Year 1 & 2 Text Map – Cycle A

Fantastic Mr Fox By Roald DahlFunnybones by 
James and Janet 
Ahlberg

The Diary of a 
Killer Cat by Anne 
Fine

The life of 
Florence 
Nightingale 
by Liz 
Gogerley

Who was 
Mary 
Seacole? By 
Paul 
Harrison

The Owl Who 
Was Afraid of 
the Dark

A Bear Called 
Paddington by 
Michael Bond

The Proudest Blue by 
Ibtihaj Muhammad

The Darkest Dark by 
Chris Hadfield

The Tale 
of Peter 
Rabbit by 
Beatrix 
Potter

This Is How We Do It 
One Day in The Lives of 
Seven Kids Around The 
World by Matt LaMothe

Martin’s Mice 
by Dick King 
Smith



Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1
Topic: Transport Through Time Topic: The Great Fire of London Topic: An Island Home (Scotland)

Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2
Topic: The Polar Regions Topic: Pirates and the Oceans Topic: Kings and Queens

Year 1 & 2 Text Map – Cycle B

The Hundred Decker bus by 
Mike Smith

Mrs Armitage 
on Wheels by 
Quentin 
Blake

Where the Wild Things 
Are by Maurice Sendak

Horrid Henry by 
Francesca Simon

The Great Fire of 
London by Emma Adams 
and James Western

The Katie Morag Books by Mari Hedderwick

The Rainbow Bear by 
Michael Morpurgo

Lost and 
Found by 
Oliver 
Jeffers

The True Story of 
the 3 Little Pigs by 
Jon Scieszka

Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown
The Hodgeheg by 
Dick King Smith

Kings and Queens: 
Alfred the Great to 
King Charles III and 
Everyone in Between 
by Marcia Williams



Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1
Topic: Prehistoric Britain Topic: India & Asia Topic: Coasts

Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2
Topic: The Victorians Topic: England & The United Kingdom Topic: The Anglo Saxons and Vikings

Year 3 & 4 Text Map – Cycle A

How to Wash a 
Woolly Mammoth 
by Michelle 
Robinson

My Olympic Story: Kwame 
Nkrumah-Acheampong by Phillip 
Bannister (Biography)

Danny the Champion of the 
World By Roald Dahl

Danny the Champion of the 
World to completion

The Enchanted Wood (The 
Magic Faraway Tree) by 
Enid Blyton

The Enchanted Wood (The Magic 
Faraway Tree) to completion

The Iron Man by Ted Hughes

Baby Aliens Got 
My Teacher by 
Pamela Butchart



Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1
Topic: World War 2 Topic: The Romans Topic: Forests

Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2
Topic: USA & North America Topic: Volcanoes, Earthquakes & Natural Disasters Topic: The Middle Ages

Year 3 & 4 Text Map – Cycle B

George’s Marvellous 
Medicine By Roald Dahl

The Worst Witch by Jill 
Murphy

Charlotte’s Web by E B 
White

Charlotte’s Web to 
completion

Escape from Pompeii by 
Christina Balit

The boy who grew dragons 
by Andy Shepherd

The boy who grew dragons 
to completion



Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1
Topic: Ancient Egypt Topic: The Tudors Topic: Britain Since 1945

Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2
Topic: Europe Topic: Mountains Topic: Britain Since 1945

The Boy who Fell From the 
Sky by Benjamin Dean

Year 5 & 6 Text Map – Cycle A

The Lion, the Witch & the 
Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis

The Balaclava Story (Short story 
from: The Fib) by George Leyton 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s 
Stone by J. K. Rowling

Shakespeare Stories adapted by 
Andrew Matthews (as time allows) 

Shakespeare Stories adapted by 
Andrew Matthews (as time allows)

The Lion, the Witch & the 
Wardrobe to completion

Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone to completion

The Boy who Fell From the Sky 
to completion



Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1
Topic: World War 1 Topic: Ancient Greece Topic: The Mayan Civilisation

Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2
Topic: Brazil & South America Topic: Human Rights Activists Topic: Maps & Rivers

Year 5 & 6 Text Map – Cycle B

War Horse by Michael 
Morpurgo

Holes by Louis Sachar 
(Jewish author)

The Giant’s Necklace by Michael 
Morpurgo (Short Story from: From 
Hereabout Hill)

Gender Swapped Fairy Tales & Gender 
Swapped Greek Myths by Karrie 
Fransman & Jonathan Plackett

Room 13 by Robert Swindells

A Christmas Carol by Charles 
Dickens

War Horse to completion Holes to completion
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